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What is Master Planning?

Master planning tells a story that outlines a strategic

plan for long-term community development, focusing on
cities, towns, buildings, or properties.

——

FEATURED

Trail Towns

What is a Trail Town?

A trail town is a destination found along a long
distance trail or extensive trail system that
attracts trail users to venture into the town to
explore its shops, services, and heritage. These
communities are vibrant, welcoming hubs that
are easily accessible and provide needed
amenities and attractions for all users. Part of
a greater system, a trall town is linked to other
trail communitles along the path and serves as
a stopping point of varying length, whether it's
for a meal or for lodging overnight. Through
planning and partnerships, a trail has the
potential to revitalize a community by bringing

in visitors, stimulating existing businesses, and
attracting additional business growth: By being
attentive 1 ds of trail users, a town can
transform themselves into a destination worth
Visiting that will continue to grow. As a trall
town increases In popularity, more tourists are
encouraged to stop, growing town revenue and
increasing its appeal to outside businesses.

As these outside companies |ocate into the.
community, more visitors are attracted to visit,
creating a system that supports.and builds on
itself. When found along a trail with continued
use, a well-planned trail town becomes a,self-
sustaining community.

The 5 Keys to Trail Town Success

1. Partnerships — Strong |
stronger partnerships. Th
access to information a
not have been as easily al
more legitimacy to program. This is essential

when approaching larger partners and applying
for funding

2. Assessment and Research — To take full
advantage ofitrajl tourism, a trail town must
know the needs and opinions of its community
and visltors*This can be done by assessing the
lown's strengths and weaknesses, Input can be
included from community members and tourist
through surveys and meetings.

3. Connecting Town to Trail - In order for
a town to benefit from a nearby trail, strong
connections must be made that enti
leave the path. Information must be easy to find.
The town should be accommodating for &l trail

users and activitles.

4. Development — To bring trall travelers into
town and keep them exploring and spending,
basic services are needed, such as food and
Jodging. By working together, local businesses
can create a welcoming network that meets al
trall user needs, Revitalization of unattractive
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aspects Is essential to creating an inviting
atmosphere that encourages trail users to leave
the path.

Basic Elements Include:

LELD

-Elements that entice trall users to take detours
off of trail and explore town.

-Information about town is available in a
prominent and easlly accessible location
-Substantial path connecting the town to main
trall

-Businesses that are welcoming to trail users
and meet their needs

-Accommodations for all types of trall users.

Martinsburg Gateway Vision Plan

5. Marketing — Creating a brand is essential

in advertising the destination. Utilizing a variety
of printed and digital media to advertise the
location Is essential in gaining public attention of
the opportunities that await them

Lewis County Greenway System

St ] trail town c ation: Adams St. to Ferry St. on Third Ave

Trail town opportunities exist in most of the communities within The Valley.
project area. The future project market lead is to work with communities to
institute trall town elements
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Trail Town Character
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Jane Lew, where the old rail bed runs next to the... neighborhoods west of the rail line, but also

pedestrian access out to the Walmart. It is the

first opportunity to create a true gateway feel

Elevated Trestle along McWhorter Rd

This wooden built trestle runs along McWhorter
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Watters Smith State Park
This is the Lost Creek entrance to Watters Smith

State Park. Watters Smith State Park is a 532-acre...
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McWhorter

McWhorter is an unicorporated coal town in
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Harrison County. This community is named after...
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connections to the Town.

While these are not the only approaches to sustainable site

»
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design, these specific approaches help to provide the
most diverse and productive programs across the site.




